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Background Note

    Commemorating 30 years of AFPRO – SDC Partnership
AFPRO and SDC have recently completed their partnership of around 3 decades. This period has been marked by interventions that have made landmark contributions in the field of rural development. Moved by a common urge to address the issue of food and livelihood security of poor and remote communities, the partnership has especially focused on first-of-its-kind socio-technical interventions that have good potential for wide acceptance among rural communities based on participatory management principles, natural resource management and technical soundness. Hence each such intervention has been a ‘pilot’ initiative to develop strategic solutions to livelihood issues that could be then be adopted and scaled-up as per regional or local needs.

This partnership has therefore been marked by projects that have made new inroads in the development sector. Devpimpalgaon and Adgaon Watershed Project of the early ‘80s that initiated the partnership are among the first watershed projects in India. This was the start of the partnership which reached out to communities struggling for livelihoods in remote and difficult environment, enabling them for self-organization and providing technical interventions that blended with their natural resource base and livelihood practices. Sustainability and participation were key themes and special stress was laid on strengthening grassroots communities through process-based approaches. 

As an organization, AFPRO itself has also benefitted from the expertise and skills of SDC in human & institutional development. These have included programme and financial review processes, which included Joint Progress Review and Development Audit, as well as Planning Process. SDC has also played an important role in facilitating the Strategic Orientation and Planning Process exercise for AFPRO to streamline its organizational approach.
Event for Commemorating AFPRO-SDC partnership of 30 years

In order to commemorate the AFPRO-SDC Partnership, an event has been planned at the India International Center, Lodhi Estate, New Delhi on 13th September 2010 from 2.30 pm to 5.00 pm. It will essentially comprise a release of AFPRO-SDC Partnership Document “Winged Seeds” and a Panel Discussion on “Water & Food Security in a Changing Climate: Partnerships and Challenges” followed by High Tea.

Partnership Document Release

The event will provide a platform to release a partnership document on the AFPRO-SDC partnership’s experiences in promoting appropriate technological innovation for poverty prone rural areas in India is in the final stages of publication. The event planned will thus provide a platform for release of this book as well. 

Panel Discussion

Through a panel discussion the event will focus on the theme “Water & Food Security in a Changing Climate: Partnerships and Challenges”. These will consider the challenges in present rural development and poverty alleviation context and the role of partnerships in addressing these challenges. 

Chief Guest

Prof. K.V. Thomas, Minister of State for Agriculture, Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution has consented to be the Chief Guest of the Event.
Guest of Honour
H.E. Mr. Philippe Weiti, Switzerland Ambassador to India will be the Guest of Honour of the Event.
Special Invitees

Ambassador, Switzerland, dignitaries and senior government officials, Country Director & Deputy Country Director, SDC, officials from multilateral agencies and AFPRO partners are being invited to the event. President AFPRO GB, and other GB members will grace the occasion, which will be hosted at a central location in New Delhi.
